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tortured.59 I believe I was the only person in
Moscow who was surprised at this kind of
reporting.

In short, I find the attitude which many
Western Intellectuals have adopted towards the
Soviet Union short-sighted and unmerited.
They cannot see how vitally important the
Union's work is to the world; they will not
realise that history cannot be made with gloves
The on. They come with their absolute standards
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and want to measure to a fraction of an inch
how much freedom and democracy there is
here. However widely it may be accepted that
the objects of the Soviet Union are reasonable
and in the highest sense humane, these Western
intellectuals are extremely puritanical in their
criticism of its methods. For them, in this case,
the end does not justify the means, but the
means dishonour the end.

This I can understand. I myself, in my youth,
belonged to this class of intellectual which
advanced the principle of absolute pacifism, of
complete abstention from violence. During the
war, I unlearned It, and as long ago as that I